
August 10, 2009 

An Incredible 
Opportunity to Serve 

God Musically 
Dear Church Musician: 

On behalf of the Music & Worship Team of the 
Baptist State Convention, I want to personally invite you 
to become a member of one of the best choral and 
instrumental groups in the state of North Carolina … 
the North Carolina Baptist Singers and Orchestra! 

Our 2009-2010 theme is ―Tell Me the Story of Jesus.‖ 
Our concert has been designed to share the life, 
ministry, death, resurrection, and victorious return of 
Jesus Christ. We will use the old gospel hymn, ―Tell Me 
the Story of Jesus,‖ as a kind of narrative connector to 
lead us through the parts of the concert. The selected 
anthems are diverse, both musically and textually, and 
represent a broad spectrum of the world of music in the 
worship life of our churches. Most important, they have 
been selected to help us ―tell the story of Jesus‖ and to 
worship the ―author and perfecter of our faith‖ and 
salvation.  

Membership 
There are three ways to become a member of the 

NC Baptist Singers:  
1. Either attend the retreat September 21-22 at 

Caraway Conference Center, Asheboro, or 
2. Attend the first rehearsal/concert to be held on 

October 12 at First Baptist Church Kannapolis. 
3. New persons in Music Leadership in NC may join 

throughout the season. 
Who can be a member of the NC Baptist Singers? 

See the sidebar at the left of this column. The NCBS 
Membership Guidelines are on the next page.  

Retreat Information: September 21-22, 2009 
We love going to Caraway Conference Center, 

located near Asheboro, NC (http://www.caraway.org). 
Our schedule this year will be similar to previous years 
(not like last year’s altered schedule). The orchestra will 
meet at 10:00 on Monday (lunch will be served for 
orchestra, directors, accompanists, and clinician), and 
the rest of the group will join us at 1:15 to begin 
rehearsals with our clinician, Dr. Milburn Price, former 
Dean of the School of Church Music at The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, and retired 
Dean of the School of Music at Samford University.  

Dr. Price, a Past President of the American Choral 
Directors Association (ACDA), is a widely known and 
respected choral conductor and church musician. We 
will conclude on Tuesday at about noon. More 
information can be found at www.worshipnc.org.  

Registration for Membership and/or for the Retreat 

To register for the 2009-2010 NC Baptist Singers and 
Orchestra, go to www.worshipnc.org. The participation fee 
this year is unchanged at $40. 

You also will register for the retreat by September 4 
at noon at www.worshipnc.org. Orchestra members who 
need housing for Sunday night will need to contact Sherry 
Thompson (contact info is at bottom of page). There will be 
an added cost if coming Sunday. Costs for commuters, or 
lodging Monday with checkout on Tuesday, are shown on 
the web registration form. Single and double rooms are 
available, but Caraway Conference Center does not have 
a large number of single rooms. If you register for a single 
room, you may be contacted about converting to double 
occupancy if single rooms are in short supply this year.  

Orchestra Invitation 
We have a great orchestra! Instrumentalists are en-

couraged to join to be a part of the NC Baptist Orchestra. It 
does require being at the rehearsal or concert site earlier 
than other members of the group, but it is truly worth it. 
Every year, the excellence of the group seems to rise! 

Join Us 
I hope to see you at our upcoming retreat. It is always a 

wonderful time of fellowship among us church musicians. It 
feels like a homecoming! Come and experience 
community with the NC Baptist Singers and Orchestra. 

 Soli Deo gloria, 
 Andy Roby, Coordinator  
 NC Baptist Singers and Orchestra 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “I certainly en-

joyed the retreat. 
I found it to be 

perhaps the most 
productive retreat 

we have had. You 
have compiled a 

good folder which 
plays to the cur-

rent strengths of 
the group and a 

good balance of 
styles.”  

Chris Roberts, 
Mud Creek Baptist, 

Hendersonville 
 

write on my heart 

every word 

 

Tell Me the Story of Jesus 
N O R T  H    C A R O  L  I  N A    B A P T  I  S  T     S I  N G E R S     A N D    O R C H E S  T  R A    2  0  0  9  –  2  0  1  0  

The North 
Carolina Baptist 
Singers are 

comprised of men 
and women at 

Convention 
churches who serve 

as Ministers of 
Music, Worship 

Leaders, Worship 
Pastors, Church 

Staff Members, 
Church Pianists or 

Organists, NC 
Denominational 

Music Leaders, 
Baptist College 

Music Professors, 
Seminary or Divinity 

School Professors or 
the spouse of a 

North Carolina 
Baptist Singer. 

If the candidate for 

Singers is not a 
Minister of Music, a 

recommendation 
from the Minister of 

Music of the church 
where the candidate 

is a member is 
required. Please 

email recommen-
dations to Andy 

Roby at 
music@fbcshelby.org.  

 

“Thank You for allowing me the opportunity to play and serve the 
Lord in a way that most folks don't get the chance to. I have to say 

that I've seen and felt the Spirit of the Lord most in my life while 
attending the Singers’ concerts. God bless you and Thank You 

again!”  Jason Johnson, Burlington First 

For More Information about NC Baptist Singers & Orchestra, 

Contact Sherry Thompson 
sthompson@ncbaptist.org 

800-395-5102 x5634 or 919-459-5634 

http://www.caraway.org/
http://www.worshipnc.org/
http://www.worshipnc.org/
http://www.worshipnc.org/
mailto:music@fbcshelby.org
mailto:sthompson@ncbaptist.org


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009-2010 NC BAPTIST SINGERS’ SEASON 
Sept. 21-22 Baptist Singers Retreat (Caraway 

Conference Center) –  
Dr. Milburn Price, guest director 

October 12 Kannapolis First (Mark Hill) 

November 9 Baptist State Convention Annual 
Session, Koury Convention Center, 
Greensboro 

January 25 Poplar Springs, Shelby  
(Clyde Buckner) 

February 22 Mount Moriah, Raleigh  
(Allen Moody)  

March 8 Bald Mountain, West Jefferson 
(David Phillips) 

May 10 Roxboro Baptist, Roxboro 
(Mike Moose) 

 

MEMBERSHIP GUIDELINES 
 Everyone is expected to attend the Fall retreat; 

however, if one has a valid excuse for an 

absence, (church or family emergency, major 

church event) it is a must to be present for the first 

rehearsal/concert following the retreat.  What 

constitutes an excuse? 
a.  Illness of NCBS member or his/her immediate 

family 

b.  Death in family or church family 

c.  Revivals or church activities over which you 

have no control 

d.  Other justifiable excuses dealt with on an 

individual basis (If possible, the Music and 

Worship Team should be notified of your 

expected absence prior to the retreat). 

 Attendance requirements: Attend at least four 

of the seven concerts planned for the 2009-10 

season (this includes the Baptist State Convention 

Annual Session in November).  
 

CONCERT DRESS 
MEN: Black tuxedo, white tuxedo shirt with wing-

tipped collar, black bow tie (square), black 
socks, and black shoes.  For a value, we 
recommend Formalwear Outlet at 415 Millstone 
Drive, Hillsborough, NC 27278.  Phone: (919) 644-
8243.  Email: moneysuits@aol.com and website: 
www.formalwearoutlet.com.  Malcolm Pinkston, 
contact.   

WOMEN: Information on how to order will be sent 
at a later time.  Dresses & jackets are estimated 
to cost around $70 to $80.  We will order through 
www.praisehymnfashions.com. The person in 
Singers to contact is Debbie Kay and her email is 
debbie@debbiekay.com.  

 

Carol Cone 
Kannapolis First 

ccone@carolina.rr.com  

For More Information about NC Baptist 

Singers & Orchestra, Contact 
Sherry Thompson 

sthompson@ncbaptist.org 

800-395-5102 x5634 or 919-459-5634 

MUSIC FOR 2009-2010 
The Word Was God (Powell)–SATB 

Arise, Your Light Has Come (Danner)–SATB 

Tell Me the Story of Jesus (Crosby) (hymnal) 

Betelehemu (arr. Whalum)–TTBB 

Candlelight Carol (Rutter)–SSAA 

Rescue the Perishing (Schwoebel)–SATB 

I Am the Way (Goeller)–SATB 

Where Can I Turn for Peace (Bigler)–SSAA 

Jesus, Gentle Lamb (Red)–TB 

Hosanna to the King (Courtney)–SATB 

He Chose to Die (Williams/Drennan)–SATB 

It’s All About the Blood (Speck/Duren)–SATB 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today (Rutter)–SATB 

Do Not I Love Thee, O My Lord (Price)–SATB 

Hallelujah from Messiah (Handel)–SATB 

D  I   R  E  C  T   O  R   S    A N D   A C C O M P A  N  I  S T  S     2   0   0   9   –   2   0   1   0  

Andy Roby  
Shelby First 
music@fbcshelby.org  

 
Joel Marshall  
Burlington First 
joelmarshall@firstbaptistburlington.com   

RETREAT SCHEDULE, CARAWAY, SEPTEMBER 21-22 
Monday, September 21 

10:00 Accompanists’ Meeting with Clinician and Directors 

10:00 Instrumental Rehearsal—Joel Marshall presiding 

12:00 Lunch for Orchestra, Accompanists, and Directors 

   1:15 Welcome and Introductions—Rehearsal Room 

   1:25 Opening Worship 

   1:45 SATB rehearsal with Milburn Price 

   3:15 Break (beverages provided) 

   4:00 SATB rehearsal with Milburn Price 

   5:15 Dinner 

   6:45 SSAA rehearsal with Milburn Price, TTBB with Andy Roby 

   7:30 Break 

   7:45 SATB rehearsal with Milburn Price 

   9:00 Ice Cream and Fellowship in Dining Hall 

Tuesday, September 22 

  7:15 Breakfast, Dining Room 

  8:15 Warming up our souls 

  8:30 Warming up our voices & rehearsal with Milburn Price 

10:00 Break (beverages provided) 

10:30 TTBB rehearsal with Milburn Price, SSAA with Carol Cone 

11:15 Final SATB rehearsal with Milburn Price 

12:00 Closing Worship 

12:15 Dismiss 
 

Connie Hastings 

Friendly Avenue,  
Greensboro 

chastings@friendlyavenue.com  

Tell Me the Story of Jesus, write on my heart every word é 

Michael McKnight 
Oakmont, Greenville 

michael@oakmontchurch.com  
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